














I’d like to introduce myself – my name is Fran, I am the currently the Unit eight inmate committee 
representative in P.G.C.C.  

I understand this letter will be reviewed by you and I appreciate the opportunity to bring forth these 
matters.  

SGEU 

Saskatchewan Government Employees’ Union 

Pine Grove Correctional Centre adhered to the privatization of service providers on Nov. 6, 2015. 
Specifically food services.  

The food company is Compass, I’m not sure if it’s an incorporation or not, we do know that it is a 
company based in England.  

Unit eight women have noticed and asked why would Saskatchewan, and the government of Canada 
contract food services to a foreign company? Saskatchewan is still considered the bread basket of the 
world. It implies that Canada cannot provide these services for ourselves, it’s also delivering a large 
message to the Canadian tax payers about foreign exchange, & about economics and & so many other 
issues that are too large for this presentation.  

The food is horrible, we have been served roast beef that was bleeding in the trays, it was beyond 
“blue” rare & human consumption, we sent back more than half of the trays which were trashed, 
wasting a large amount of roast beef. 

Most of the food is way over cooked (waffles were hard & cold) or the food is undercooked (scrambled  
eggs were so runny that it was liquefied.  

One of the main concerns is medical trays. People with diabetes and/or bleeding ulcers are served spicy 
hot soups and the diabetics do not get extra snacks that are compatible with their illness.  

The staff are aware of the quality and quantity of the food, as they are served the same menus.  

The main source of nourishment is bread. Each individual person is served 9 slices of bread per day. We 
are told that a nutritionist approves each diet requirements. Approving this much bread per day is 
questionable.  

I’d like to also bring to your attention the (synergy?) company that provides the phone services. The 
company is based out of the United States. The cost of telephone services is outrageous, I would suggest 
that Sasktel would provide a better service, and calling cards are much cheaper than what we are paying 
now.  

What else will Canada/Saskatchewan agree to privatize?? Foreign security is no longer hypothetical. 

With respect to security, the atmosphere on unit eight has changed drastically since the food change has 
begun. It used to be that when lunch and supper were served, it was a source of happiness on the unit, 



now mealtime can be somewhat volatile & unpredictable. I would suggest that the overall security of 
both staff and inmates become sensitive, all due to the quality and quantity of the food. I hate to say 
this but all of the ingredients for a riot is present, people are accusing each other of stealing food and 
hoarding food. The environment is tense depending on what is on the menu on each given day.  

I understand government cutbacks and & we are responsible enough to accept the conditions of the 
food if those tax payer’s monies are attributed to school food programs across the province we’d 
certainly be clapping to hear that. Our sacrifice would be JUST.  

 

 


